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Design as a process of constant 
education.

Emily Pilloton is a designer, builder, educator, 
author, and founder of the nonprofit design agency 
Project H Design. Using architecture and design as a 
vehicle for social justice and public education, she 
works alongside youth ages 9-18 both in and out of 
school to bring to life public architecture projects 
that transform lives and communities.
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Design itself IS a process of constant education 
– for the people we work with and for, and for 

ourselves as creative professionals.
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Emilhy is particularly invested in using design as 
a creative voice for young girls and students of 
color to build change in their own lives, and has 
mentored over 200 young girls ages 9-17 towards 
college and careers in STEM-related areas.

Her work within public education has catalyzed 
schools, teachers, leaders, and school districts 
to reinvent their pedagogy around creativity 
and design, connected to core subject content. 
She has built a farmers market with high school 
students, a playhouse with and for the daughters 
of abused mothers, a school library by the hands 
of its own middle school students, and micro-
homes for a transitional housing agency.

Now based in the San Francisco Bay Area 
(Berkeley and Oakland), Emily previously lived 
and worked in rural North Carolina, where she 
taught her high school design/build program 
called Studio H. During her time there, her 
students designed and built a farmers market in 
a town of 1500 people, which has since created 
4 new businesses and 15 new jobs, and every 
student who participated in the project has gone 
on to a college or career related to architec-
ture, design, engineering, or entrepreneurship. 
The farmers market project and the Studio H 
course is the subject of the full-length documen-
tary If You Build It, directed and produced by 
Oscar-nominated filmmakers Patrick Creadon 
and Christine O’Malley.

Emily holds a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture 
from the University of California Berkeley, and 
a Master of Fine Arts in Designed Objects from 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She is 
currently a Visiting Associate Professor of Design 
at the University of California Davis, and is the 
author of two books, Design Revolution: 100 
Products that Empower People, and Tell Them I 
Built This: Transforming Schools, Communities, 
and Lives With Design-Based Education. Her 
work is documented in the full-length film If You 
Build It.

Eloquent and passionate about her mission, 
she lectures on the importance of social action 
and building, the design revolution, design 
for empowerment, low-tech, hands-on built 
solutions. Her work has been featured in The 
New York Times, CNN, Forbes, Make Magazine, 
Fast Company, and more.

Design Revolution: 100 Products that 
Empower People 

Emily’s book is a compendium and call-to-action 
for design for social impact. The book features 
over 100 contemporary design products, such 
as safer baby bottles, a waterless washing 
machine, low-cost prosthetics for landmine 
victims, and much more.


